Royal Society of Chemistry

ANNUAL INTEREST GROUP REPORT FOR 2009

for use by RSC Interest Groups (i.e. Subject Groups and Sectors) including Analytical Division Regions

This report will normally appear on the appropriate RSC Interest Group web page. 

http://www.rsc.org/InterestGroups 

RSC Groups including Analytical Division Regions are asked to complete this form and return it to:  Anne Bennett, Royal Society of Chemistry, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BA.  Email: bennetta@rsc.org. Fax: 020 7734 1227 or, if you prefer, to your usual RSC staff contact.

	 INTEREST GROUP NAME or

AD REGION NAME
	North West Region Analytical Division

	Chairman
	Elsa Faria-Billinton

	Secretary
	Stuart Forbes

	Treasurer
	Peter Doyle

	Number of members on the committee 
	11

	Editor, Newsletter (if applicable)
	No newsletter but website at www.nwad.org

	
	

	Submitted by
	Stuart Forbes

	Signed
	S. Forbes

	Date
	14 June, 2010


Please list below the dates of your proposed AGM and Committee Meetings for 2010 (where applicable). 

Annual General Meeting 2010 (if being held)

Date:  29 April, 2010
Venue:  Catalyst Science Discovery Centre, Widnes 


Proposed Committee Meetings 2010

Date: 15 February, 2010
Venue:  Manchester Metropolitan University




Date: 17 May, 2010

Venue:  Manchester Interdisciplinary Biocentre

Date: 8 July, 2010

Venue:  Manchester Interdisciplinary Biocentre



Date: 30 September, 2010
Venue:  Manchester Interdisciplinary Biocentre
Date: 2 December, 2010
Venue:  Manchester Interdisciplinary Biocentre




FINAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2009
Please attach a copy of the financial report you have sent to the RSC Accounts Department

Deadline for receipt of Financial Accounts: 15th February 2010
Deadline for receipt of Annual Report by members: 31st March 2010 (Annual Report can be posted on webpage if not sent to members individually)

ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN 2009
Please report below on activities undertaken by the Group or AD Region in 2009.  If you have more detailed information about any particularly successful events, or advice for other Groups and AD Regions, you may use a separate sheet.  For more events continue as necessary.

	Activity
	Date
	Venue 
	How was event publicised (before and after meeting)?
	How does meeting fit with RSC strategy / Awards Given?
	Any other comments?

	Manchester Heat of Schools Analyst Competition
	Spring 2009
	Manchester Metropolitan University (MMU)
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	

	Liverpool Heat of Schools Analyst Competition
	Spring 2009
	John Moores University (JMU), Liverpool
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	

	North Wales Heat of Schools Analyst Competition
	Spring 2009
	Bangor University
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	Ruthin School won this heat and progressed to win the 2009 National Final held in Plymouth

	Cumbria Heat of Schools Analyst Competition
	Spring 2009
	University of Central Lancashire (UCLAN), Preston
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	

	Annual General Meeting
	23 April 2009
	Manchester Interdisciplinary Biocentre
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	

	Long Service Members Lunch
	7 May 2009
	Burton Manor College
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	Very popular annual event sponsored by North West Region (~60 participants)

	RSC Analytical Division AGM, Symposium and Awards Dinner
	18 May 2009
	Manchester Metropolitan University
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	

	Radiochemistry and Waste Management Meeting
	2 June 2009
	UKAEA, Sellafield
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	Inaugural meeting (plan is to hold biennial meetings on similar theme)

	Electrochem 09 
	16-17 September 2009
	University of Manchester
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	Sponsored by RSC Electrochemistry and Electroanalytical Groups 

	Advances in Gas Chromatography Meeting
	3 November 2009
	The Heath, Runcorn
	Mailings, networking and website
	
	Highly successful (oversubscribed with ~120 participants) biennial chromatography meeting organised in conjunction with the Chromatographic Society 


.

SCIENTIFIC MEETING SCHEDULE 2010

Please report below on proposed activities for your Group or AD Region in 2010.  For more events continue as necessary on a separate sheet.
	
	Event 1
	Event 2
	Event 3
	Event 4
	Event 5
	Event 6

	Proposed Meeting Dates
	13 March 2010 (JMU);
25 March 2010 (Bangor); 28 April 2010 (MMU);
30 April 2010 (UCLAN) 
	29 April 2010
	17 June 2010
	26 June – 1 July 2010
	October 2010 (date to be confirmed)
	25 November 2010

	Proposed Meeting Venues
	JMU, Liverpool;
Bangor University;
MMU, Manchester;
UCLAN, Preston
	Catalyst Science Discovery Centre, Widnes
	Burton Manor College
	Manchester Interdisciplinary Biocentre
	The Heath, Runcorn
	Manchester Interdisciplinary Biocentre

	Scientific Area/Topic
	Regional heats (4) of the Schools Analyst Competition 
	Regional AGM with speakers and hands-on teaching activities
	Long Service Members Lunch and speaker
	SPEC2010:
Novel Biomedical Applications of IR and Raman Spectroscopy
	Sample Preparation
	Inaugural Christmas Event with talk on mass spectrometry and social evening

	Is meeting for Education/

Training / Networking / Other purposes?
	Education, training, networking and promotion
	Networking and obligatory requirement
	Networking and communication 
	Education, training and networking 
	Education, training and networking 
	Networking and communication 

	Are any other RSC Interest Groups and/or RSC Regions involved?
	
	
	
	
	
	


	List any other collaborators (incl. International).
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Give details of any awards to be presented.
	Awards from various industrial sponsors.

Gerry Davison Memorial Award to any school from region which gains top-three place in National Final
	
	
	N.W. Region is providing special grants to post-graduate students to attend SPEC2010  
	
	

	Will certificates of attendance be issued for CPD purposes?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PUBLICITY
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Have details been entered onto webpage?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Will RSC Grapevine be used to publicise meeting?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Will any other publicity routes be used?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Will RSC or IG promotional material be distributed? 
	Yes
	Yes 
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Other information/comments:

All our committee members are now active chemists (i.e. in employment) both in the industrial and academic sectors and represent a large geographical region stretching from the Scottish Border to Mid-Wales. Several committee members also travel regularly on business and we therefore find it increasingly difficult to have full attendance at our committee meetings. Consequently we have recently implemented “virtual” meetings using a web-based discussion framework so all committee members can remain fully involved in the planning, decision making and execution of our activities even if they are unable to attend committee meetings. 
The recruitment and retention of new committee members is difficult given increased work pressures which means that very few employers now provide tangible support to encourage their staff to participate in RSC business activities.

Communication with our ~1200 members in the region remains a challenge, particularly if there is a need to advise them about events at relatively short notice. We have therefore become increasingly reliant on our website http://www.nwad.org/ for communication. Given that members must make a conscious decision to visit the website, we have also tried to pass on information via the RSC using the e-mail address database which they hold on our members but so far this has not been particularly successful.  
We enjoy a relatively healthy financial position from organising many highly successful meetings in the past and from sound management of our affairs over many years. This has enabled us to sponsor various activities in our region including scientific meetings and the annual Long Service Members Lunch, and to award several educational grants. Over the past year the latter have included a travel grant for a school to visit a university and gain hands-on experience of modern analytical instrumentation, and two travel grants for post-graduate students to attend meetings or conferences which are relevant to their studies. We also sponsored a coach to transport students from Manchester to Liverpool for a “Kickstart Your Career” event. Several other requests for funding from the region are currently under consideration.

Four schools from the region progressed to the 2009 National Final of the Schools Analyst Competition held in Plymouth and it is very pleasing to report that Ruthin School, winners of the regional heat at Bangor, also won the National Final. This meant that Ruthin School also won the Gerry Davison Memorial Award of £500 which is awarded jointly by the N.W. Region Analytical Division and the N.W. Trust of the Industry and Technology Forum to any school from the region finishing in the top-three places in the final. Our Immediate Past-Chairman, Megan McLean, presented this award to the students and staff from Ruthin School In November 2009 at the Society of Chemical Industry’s Liverpool and North West Regional Group Student Prize Giving Meeting.     

Sadly we learnt of the death of John Ogleby in February 2010. John only left the committee in 2008 following decades of loyal and diligent service during which time he held all the officer positions and, in his younger days, organised meetings and conferences. Very appropriately, John received the AD Distinguished Service Award a few years ago in recognition of the great contribution he made to the AD at both regional and national level.  





Royal Society of Chemistry Group Account





Receipts and Payments 1 January 2009 - 31 December 2009





Group Name: 





Analytical Division, North West Region





Receipts





           





Key





      £





     £





Interest: Business Saver Account





1





 1.52





Interest: Business Bonus Account





1





282.34





Interest: RSC Deposit Account





1





0.00





Subscriptions





2





0.00





Grants





3





4,000.00





Meetings and Conferences





4





11,425.00





Other





5





4,145.00





Total Income





£19,853.96





Payments





Meetings & Conferences





6





3,715.94





Donations





7





7,248.03





Committee Travel 





8





1,396.49





Stationery/Postage





8





382.16





Committee Lunches at RSC





8





0.00





Audit





8





0.00





Other Expenditure





9





12.50





Total Payments





£12,755.12





Surplus/(Deficit) for the year





10





£7,098.84





Balance Sheet





Balance at 1st January 2009





30,003.17





Surplus (Deficit) for 2009





10





 7,098.84





Balance at 31st December 2009





£37,102.01





Balance Represented by Deposits in the Bank





Balance in Current Account





9,436.49





Balance in Business Saver Account





2,338.63





Balance in Business Bonus Account





25,326.89





Balance as at 31st December 2009





£37,102.01





The Royal Society Of Chemistry Group Account





Group Name: 





Analytical Division, North West Region





Receipts





Payments





£





£





Opening Balance 1 Jan 2009





£30,003.17





Key





Income





RSC Code





1





    Interest





590901





283.86





2





    Subscriptions





590902





0.00





3





    Grants





590903





4,000.00





4





    Meetings & Conference Income





590904





11,425.00





5





    Other Income





590905





4,145.10





Expenditure





6





    Meeting & Conference Expenditure





690101





3,715.94





7





    Donations





690102





7,248.03





8





    Administration





690103





1,778.65





9





    Other Expenditure





690104





12.50





10





Total





19,853.96





12,755.12





Add Surplus/(Deficit)





£7,098.84





Closing Balance 31 December 2009





          





£37,102.01
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